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Women 15-29 yrs 

Mortality 

• 4432 homicides in women 
aged 15-49 in the WHO 
European Region  (GBD 
2011) 
– of which 726 in EU (DMDB 

2013) 

• Half of women murdered 
are killed by their partners 
or ex-partners 

• 3716 (84%) in low-and 
middle-income countries 
(LMIC), 16% in high-income 
countries (HIC) 

• Rate ratio LMIC/HIC= 6.072 

Women 30-44 yrs 

Source: WHO HFA MDB, July 2013 and GBD 2011 
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• The IPV part is on 
physical violence and 
sexual violence 

• Non-partner sexual 
violence 

• Systematic review 

• Women over 15 

• Data from 15 EURO 
countries, both HIC and 
LMIC 

• Meta-analysis 

 WHO 2013 



Physical and/or sexual violence: results 

• Global lifetime prevalence of IPV among ever-partnered 
women: 30.0% - data available by age group and region 



Prevalence of intimate partner violence and non-
partner sexual violence in the European Region 

Global and regional estimates of violence against women: prevalence and health effects of intimate partner 

violence and non- partner sexual violence. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2013. 

Global lifetime prevalence of non-partner 

sexual violence: 7.2% 



Violence against women and children are hidden 
forms of violence that are too common 

Types of abuse  Prevalence Numbers  abused 

Violence against 
women* 

25.4% 49 million 

Child sexual abuse**  9.6% 18 million 

Child physical abuse  22.9% 44 million 

Child emotional abuse  29.1% 55 million 

*Derived  by applying prevalence of 19% in HIC and 25% in LMIC  to female population age 15-49 (WHO 2013)  

** European report on preventing child maltreatment 

Child abuse may co-occur in 40% of families with intimate 

partner violence 



Prevalence of child sexual abuse in girls 
(Adverse Childhood Experiences study) 

•Lithuania:  6%  
•Latvia:  13.7% 
•Albania:  4.7% 
•The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia:  7.3% 
 
•…results for Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Turkey, 
Russian Federation will be published soon 
 
•Meta-analysis will be published soon on the Bulletin of 
the World Health Organization 
 







Risk factors 



Risk factors 

Perpetration by men Victimization of women 

Perpetration by men 

Perpetration by men 

Victimization of women 

Victimization of women 



Protective factors 

Some protective factors that have been identified; these include:  
 

• Having a higher level of education 
  

• Having benefited from healthy parenting as a child 
 

• Having a supportive family 
 

• Living within an extended family/family structure 
 

• Belonging to an association 
 

• Women having the ability to recognize risk 
 

• Having a marital duration of more than 15 years 
  
However, much more scientific research into these protective factors is 
required. 



Prevention strategies with some evidence  

 Effective 

 Emerging evidence of  

    effectiveness 

?  Effectiveness unclear 

X  Emerging evidence of  

    ineffectiveness 

X    Ineffective 

XX Probably harmful 

NA  Not applicable.  







76% of countries reported policies for intimate partner 

violence and 40% for elder abuse (out of 47 countries) 

A WHO survey: national policies  
for violence prevention (2010) 

More updated data will be available at the end of 2014 with GSRVP 



Do you have in place any of the following 
programmes for preventing intimate partner? 

violence? 

The majority of 47 European country respondents do not 

have prevention programmes on a national level 
 

More updated data will be available at the end of 2014 with GSRVP 



WHO in Latvia 

• Country activities started in 2006 

• TEACH VIP course translated and integrated  into 
students curricula 

• Guidance for IPV for doctors developed 

• Nordic–Baltic workshop on family violence – 
journalists (2009) 

• TOT workshop (2010) 

• Subregional workshop on alcohol and violence 
(2012) 

• ACE survey 



Greater need for prevention 

• Prioritize programmes and evaluations 
that focus on younger age groups and 
LMIC  
• Evidence mainly comes from HIC 
• Gather more evidence on community 
and societal risk factors  
• Conduct more research on cost-
benefits 
• Evaluate different policies  
  



Policy framework 

• WHA Resolution on Violence against women and gender 
violence discussed today in Geneva 

• Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence (2011) 

• Health 2020: no health equity  without addressing gender 
inequities 

• Multisectoral approach: health, social services, police, media, 
education, local governement (Vienna conference) 

• Child Maltreatment Action Plan: life-course approach and 
links to VAW 


